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0! but there is to be but one half of the officers, of this Thundering Legion, who are to be foreigners. So much the worse: for then, according to the principle laid down it can be but half disciplined. Besides, the less the object, to which a very great object is sacrificed, the more absurd, and the more suspicious such a sacrifice becomes. At first, this whole legion was to consist of all foreigners, field-officers and all; which, upon the principle of the absolute utility and necessity of foreign officers, was much more rational; but, thus mitigated, as it is called, is a thousand times more absurd. And how does it stand now ? Why, truly, the sacred Act of Settlement is to be repealed, and in the tenderest part, for the sake of some foreign Captains and Majors, who are to be commanded by British superior officers, who, by this Act of Parliament, are supposed not to know their trade.
One has heard (but one hears a thousand false reports), that this absurd scheme was, some time ago, quashed by his Majesty's own prudence and goodness; and, from the Tightness of the thing, I am inclined to believe that it is true: and I am sure I will not suppose, that ever that might be among the reasons for resuming it in this shape, and forcing it down the throats of the reluctant nation: but this is certain", that it was once dropped, and at some expense too. The foreign heroes were contented with money instead of laurels, and *were going away about their own business ; but, perhaps, a condescension to the unanimous wishes of the whole people of England, at least, was looked upon as a dangerous precedent, and the repeal of the Act of Settlement as an useful one. But, however, I will have candour enough to believe, that